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For several months, 

the Centre had been 

contemplating a move 

to premises more 

suitable for our 

expanding needs. The 

then location at 

Victoria street had 

been a very friendly 

l o c a t i o n ,  b u t 

unsuitable to the 

growing workload of 

the Centre. While we 

were grateful of the 

support and co 

operation from BEST, 

it was time to move 

on.  

 

A f t e r  s e v e r a l 

i n s p e c t i o n s  o f 

possible locations 

the choice of 15 

Dawson Street North 

became the best 

option.  

 

This led to an 

intense three week 

refurbishment period 

at the new premises, 

whilst vacating the 

old. Throw in the 

f a c t  t h a t  w e 

relocated on the day 

of the AGM (mea 

culpa) and the fact 

that we managed to 

succeed is testament 

to all those who 

played their part. 

In the new premises, 

due to a very 

limited budget, we 

sourced second hand 

building material 

from as far away as 

F r a n k s t o n ,  a n d 

worked through the 

days and nights to 

complete a suitable 

work environment.  

 

Grand opening day 

was the 3
rd

 of 

December 2009. For 

those that missed 

it, it was well 

attended by more 

than 50 guests, with 

the MD of VLA Mr 

Bevan Warner, State 

MP Mr Geoff Howard, 

Representatives from 

F e d e r a l  M P  M s 

Catherine Kingôs 

office, Mr Perry 

from the City of 

Ballarat Council, 

and a representative 

from the Victoria 

Law Foundation in 

at tendance along 

with  many local 

welfare and legal 

organisations.  

 

T h e  d a y  w a s 

eloquently MCôd by 

Mr Michael Morrow, 

and many of the 

C o m m i t t e e  o f 

Management and staff 

attended to mingle 

with the visitors. 

Local print and 

electronic media 

w e r e  a l s o  i n 

attendance. All in 

all, it was a good  

launch of our new 

premises.  
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NEW YOUTH LAWYER FOR BALLARAT 

A partnership has 

been establ ished 

between CHCLC and 

Y H Q  ( Y o u t h 

headquarters) to 

engage a youth 

l a w y e r  t o  b e 

available on an 

informal basis to 

assist and educate 

young people in the 

Ballarat area.  

 

CHCLC has noted that 

in our previous 

works with the young 

people of Ballarat, 

a more proactive 

approach is needed 

in the supply and 

delivery of legal 

information to this 

target group. All 

too often the only 

chance that we get 

to deliver advice is 

after the young 

people have had some 

negative impact with 

authorities.  

 

It is planned that 

M e g a n ,  o n e  o f 

C HCLCôs young 

lawyers will work in 

with the young 

people by attending 

Y H Q  ( Y o u t h 

Headquarters) on  

regular days and 

times, but also on 

random days and 

times as required. 

This is to build up 

an element of trust 

with the young 

people, but with an 

element of non 

t r a d i t i o n a l 

appointment based 

help.  

 

 Further to these 

visits, there will 

also be planned 

information sessions 

where people from 

other legal and 

regulatory bodies 

will be invited in 

to present to the 

young people.  

 

The impact will be 

that a large number 

of young people will 

have access to legal 

a d v i c e  a n d 

information, before 

they may need it. It 

will assist in such 

intangibles as if a 

young person needs 

to understand the 

legal impact of his 

parentôs marital 

breakdown, or the 

legal impact of 

family violence. If 

we can prevent even 

one young person 

f r o m  c o m m i t t i n g 

relat ively minor 

offences, by that 

young person being 

advised of the 

d a n g e r  o f  a n 

escalating criminal 

record, it may save 

that young person 

a n d  t h e  s t a t e 

clashing for the 

rest of his or her 

life.  

 

The program will 

c o m m e n c e  o n 

W e d n e s d a y  1 3 t h 

January, 3.30pm at 

YHQ, 122 Armstrong 

S t r e e t  S o u t h , 

Ballarat.  

 

C H C L C  e n c o u r a g e 

youth workers, youth 

service providers 

family and friends 

to get the word out 

there to young 

people that this 

service is available 

and free.  

 

Special thanks to 

Larelle and her team 

at YHQ for their 

support with this 

project.  

 

This project has 

been supported by a 

general grant from 

the Victorian Law 

Foundation -  

www.victorianlawfoun

dation.org.auò 
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Part of the reason 

for needing extra 

space is that the 

Centre has been 

extremely successful 

in attracting grants 

for new work this 

year .  We have 

attracted $13,000 

from the Victoria 

Law Foundation for a 

Y o u t h  L a w y e r 

project, $55,000 

from the Federal AG 

for a joint FRC 

proposal, $49,000 

from the Legal 

Services Board to 

commence a Horsham 

Outreach project, as 

well as continued 

support from VLA.  

 

Does anyone know of 

a four story office 

block for rent, 

cheap? PP  


