Our Ref:

Date

[Client's Name & Address]

Dear [Client's Name], 

Re:
Mental Health Review Board Appeal –Date – Name of Health Service/Hospital

We confirm that we appeared on your behalf at the above Mental Health Review Board Hearing.

We confirm also that the Board decided that you should stay on the Community Treatment Order. This means that you are still required to comply with treatment prescribed by the Clinic. We enclose a copy of the Board’s Order.

As we discussed, the Board did indicate that they believed you required monitoring at least, and maybe medication. In this context, you may be able to negotiate with the Clinic to be assessed periodically but be medication free.

You can ask for a detailed Statement of Reasons for the Decision. You must make this request in writing to the Board within 28 days of [    ].

As we also discussed, you have the right to appeal the Board’s decision to the Victorian Civil and Administrative Tribunal (“VCAT”). Such an Appeal must be filed within 28 days of [    ], or, if you request a statement of reasons, within 28 days of when it is received. VCAT does not usually come to a different decision from the Board unless the Board has made a clear error. We do not believe there was such an error in your case, but would be happy to consider a Statement of Reasons if you request one.

Finally, as we advised you, you have the right to Appeal to the Board and have another Board hearing at any time. You can ask to have different Members on the Board if you Appeal.

Please contact [Solicitor's Name] if you have any queries or would like a Statement of Reasons. If we do not hear from you by [    ], we will close your file. However, you should feel free to contact us in future if you feel we can be of further assistance.

Yours faithfully

[Solicitor's Name]

[Title]

Our Ref:

Date

[Client's Name & Address] 

Dear [Client's Name],

Re: Mental Health Review Board Hearing – Date - Name of Health Service/Hospital

We refer to our previous correspondence and now provide the Board’s reasons for decision.

You will see that the Board thought that you do have a mental illness that requires treatment, but you do not need to be on a CTO at present as you have insight and will continue to take the prescribed medication and maintain contact with the service.

On this basis, the Board discharged you from the CTO and you are now a voluntary patient. As discussed, if you do not continue with the treatment, the Clinic may seek to make you an involuntary patient again.

You can ask for a detailed Statement of Reasons for the Decision. You must make this request in writing to the Board within 28 days of [    ].

We wish you well and invite you to contact [Solicitor's Name] at our office if you have any queries. 

If we do not hear from you within 14 days, we will close the file.

Yours faithfully,

[Solicitor's Name]

[Title]

for Mental Health Legal Centre Inc

Enclosures:


Our Ref:

Date

[Client's Name & Address]

Dear [Client's Name] 

Re:
Mental Health Review Board Appeal –Date – Name of Health Service/Hospital 

We confirm that we appeared on your behalf at the above Mental Health Review Board Hearing.

We confirm also that the Board decided that you should stay on the Community Treatment Order. This means that you are still required to comply with treatment prescribed by the Clinic. We enclose a copy of the Board’s Order.

You will see from the enclosed Statement of Reasons that the Board decided you did require the treatment you are currently receiving and that they did not believe you would comply voluntarily. As we discussed, we believe that your best means of being discharged from the public mental health system would be if a private psychiatrist or doctor takes on your care and liaises with the clinic.

As we also discussed, you have the right to appeal the Board’s decision to the Victorian Civil and Administrative Tribunal (“VCAT”). Such an Appeal must be filed within 28 days of [       ]. However, we can see no basis for a successful appeal.

Finally, as we advised you, you have the right to Appeal to the Board and have another Board hearing at any time. You can ask to have different Members on the Board if you Appeal. As we indicated, however, another Board would be likely to look at your case in the same way and unless you have the input of another therapist prepared to treat you they would be unlikely to discharge you.

Please contact [Solicitor's Name] if you have any queries. If we do not hear from you within 14 days we will close your file.

 Yours faithfully

[Solicitor's Name]

[Title]
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