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Introduction

At the start of 2006, research was carried out by seven young people involved with Moonee Valley City Council Youth Services’ GURU project. 

The GURU project aims to address issues around young people’s sense of connectedness and belonging with their community, along with issues of safety and community harmony in the southern region of our municipality. The project has been funded for three years by the Office for Youth.
Central to the GURU project is providing young people with the opportunity to have their say about issues impacting on them and their community. The GURU project will provide young people with the opportunity to identify issues and participate in projects within the community. This report represents the work of young people who have been involved in the project thus far. The GURU youth committee, comprising of ten young people from Flemington and North Melbourne, drew on the Creating Better Cities for Children and Young People model in order to develop a survey to gather information about the experiences living in the southern region of the municipality. 

The Creating Better Cities for Children and Young People model

The Creating Better Cities for Children and Young People model, developed through UNESCO’s Growing Up in Cities project, seeks to engage children and young people with their community. The model was developed from UNESCO’s (the United Nations Educational, Scientific and Cultural Organisation) Growing Up in Cities project. This project has been used in eight countries (including Australia) to engage young people in urban and community planning. 

The Creating Better Cities for Children and Young People model is premised on the idea that children and young people are valuable members of every community and that they should be provided with opportunities to participate in community decision-making. The model also starts from the belief that healthy communities are ones which involve and engage its youngest citizens—

“Apart from involving young people in making improvements to the places where they live, one of the most effective strategies for creating better cities is through the actual process of participation.” (Driskell, 2002, p.17)

The Growing Up in Cities project has identified a number of key elements that make a city a good place for children and young people (Driskell, 2002, p.24-25):

· Social integration

· Variety of interesting activity settings

· Safety and freedom of movement

· Peer meeting places

· Cohesive community identity

· Green areas

Conversely, the following contribute to negative places for young people to live and grow up in (Driskell, 2002, p.25-26):

· Stigma and social exclusion

· Boredom

· Fear of harassment and crime

· Racial or ethnic tension

· Heavy traffic 

· Uncollected rubbish and litter

· Lack of basic services

· Sense of political powerlessness

The Creating Better Cities model provides municipalities, governments and professionals working with young people the opportunity to evaluate whether their cities are healthy places for children and young people to grow up in. The model suggests numerous ways for young people to be involved in the collection of data about the needs of their peers and their community. These models include questionnaires, guided tours of communities by young people, photography, art and drama, focus groups and interviews and behaviour mapping of specific spaces within communities.

The young people involved with the Youth Services’ GURU committee decided to modify a questionnaire which forms part of the Creating Better Cities model (Driskell, 2002, p.28-29). The questionnaire included questions around: 

· Safety and freedom of movement: use of public transport, experiences of harassment, whether young people can walk without fear in their community;

· Hanging out: use of private and public space, levels of safety in public spaces, activities in public spaces;

· Natural surroundings: existence of parks and gardens in their community, adequate facilities in public spaces, levels of safety in parks and gardens;

· Community Image and Identity: community pride and belonging, whether young people are viewed in a positive or negative way;

· Basic needs: whether young people have basic needs met (somewhere to wash, somewhere to live, regular meals, and money for public transport and hanging out with friends);

· Laws, Local Power and Control: whether young people feel in control of their destiny, opportunities to have their say in community decision-making, young people’s hopes for the future and whether young people will still be living in their community in ten years time.  

Policy Context

Moonee Valley City Council strives to create a city that promotes health and well-being for all its citizens. Council’s vision is outlined in its community plan MV2020. 

“In 2020 Moonee Valley will be a diverse and safe community, which has ready access to services and facilities required for well being, embraces its local heritage and cares for the environment, supporting individuals and groups to be involved in their community.” (MV2020: Our City, Our Future, p.13)

Council implements this vision through its four year strategic plan—the 2006-2010 Council Plan. This plan sets out five key objectives: Integrating transport and maintaining infrastructure; renewing recreation and leisure; ensuring sustainability; strengthening and engaging our community and doing business better (Council Plan 2006-2010: A New Direction, p.6). 

Of particular relevance to this research is Council’s objective to increase opportunities for citizens to engage and participate in our community. It is Youth Services’ belief that young people are active and valuable citizens in our community who have the right to have their voice heard and to participate meaningfully in decision-making processes. A key objective of Youth Services, as outlined in the current Youth Services Policy, is to “foster and encourage the active and informed participation of young people in community life” (Youth Services Policy, 1998).

The participation of young people in our communities is also reflective of current Victorian Government policy. The Victorian Government has recently released its action agenda for a whole-of-government response to meeting the needs of young Victorians, Future Directions. The first of its five key policy outcomes is to “increase the number of young people who contribute more to their communities and want to make a difference” (Victorian Government, 2006, p.19). 

Demographic profile of young people in the southern region

This research focuses on issues facing young people residing in the southern region of the Moonee Valley municipality. This area includes Flemington, Ascot Vale and parts of Kensington and North Melbourne.

At the 2001 Census 17,694 young people aged 12-24 years were residents within the Moonee Valley municipality. This figure represented 16.7 percent of the total population in the municipality (ABS, 2001 cited in Moonee Valley Community Profile, 2002, p.5). In 2001 4,180 young people aged 12-24 years lived in the southern suburbs of the municipality that are the focus of this report (ABS, 2001 cited in Moonee Valley Community Profiles—Ascot Vale, Flemington and Kensington/North Melbourne, 2002, p.5). 

Moonee Valley is a culturally diverse community. In 2001, just over 30 percent of Flemington, North Melbourne and Kensington’s residents came from a culturally and linguistically diverse background, compared to the Moonee Valley average of 24 percent. Similarly, these suburbs also had a higher percentage of residents who were born overseas. Nearly 40 percent of Flemington, North Melbourne and Kensington’s residents were born overseas, compared to the Moonee Valley average of 30 percent (ABS, 2001 cited in Moonee Valley Community Profiles—Ascot Vale, Flemington and Kensington/North Melbourne, 2002, p.5).

Recent years have seen a number of young people, particularly from the Horn of Africa (Somalia, Eritrea and Ethiopia) and Sudan settle in Moonee Valley. Between July 2001 and June 2006, 176 young people aged 12-25 years have settled in Moonee Valley upon their arrival in Australia as Humanitarian entrants. Over this five year period the bulk of Humanitarian youth arrivals have come from the African countries mentioned above and Middle Eastern countries such as Iraq and Afghanistan (DIMA, 2001-2006 cited in Centre for Multicultural Youth Issues, 2001-2006). Young people who participated in this research were not asked specifically about where they were born, only about their cultural background. However, given that Moonee Valley has seen the arrival of many young people from refugee background and that half of those participated in this research indicated that they were of African background. Therefore it should be recognised that many of these young people who live in the southern region of Moonee Valley are in fact refugees. Many young people participating in this research make mention of these experiences.  

Moonee Valley has the second highest number of public housing dwellings in Melbourne (Office of Housing, 2005, p.54-55), all situated in the southern suburbs of Flemington, North Melbourne and Ascot Vale. Ten percent of Moonee Valley’s public housing residents are aged between 15 and 24 years of age, around 700 young people (Office of Housing, 2006). Research participants were not asked specifically about whether they lived in public housing and as a result it cannot be ascertained how many of those living in public housing have been surveyed through this research. However, this research still provides insight into the experiences of young people living on the Flemington, North Melbourne and Ascot Vale public housing estates as numerous young people mentioned their experience of living on the estates. Comments regarding public housing centred mostly on safety and young peoples’ sense of pride in their community.

Main findings
This research, designed and carried out by young people, makes a significant contribution to Council’s understanding of the issues faced by young people in the southern region of our municipality. Ninety-three young people were surveyed as part of this consultation. Young people were interviewed at Debney Park Secondary College in Flemington, the North Melbourne Community Centre and on the Flemington and North Melbourne public housing estates.

The major issues raised in this research include: 


Safety concerns, racism and harassment

· Nearly forty percent of those surveyed indicated that they do not feel safe or only sometimes feel safe in the community.

· The police along with drugs and crime were the two biggest issues that contributed to young people feeling unsafe.

· Over half of the young women surveyed felt that they could not walk around without fear or concerns.

· Issues concerning racism were raised by a number of young people involved with the survey.

Sense of community pride and belonging 

· The majority of those surveyed were proud of their cultural identity.

· Racism, negative stereotypes and harassment contributed to many young people feeling that they do not belong in our community.

· Relationships with family and friends were identified as the main reason for feelings of belonging.

· Nearly half of the young people surveyed indicated that they do not feel proud of where they live, many citing public housing as the reason for this.

· Over fifty percent said that they feel like young people are viewed negatively within the community.

· Just over half of those surveyed said that they would not be living in their community in ten years time.

Public space and recreation
· Over half of those surveyed indicated that they hang out in public spaces in the community, with many playing sport and utilising public spaces to meet with their friends.

· Twenty-four young people mentioned the police as a reason why they cannot hang out in public spaces without being hassled.

· Nearly half of the young people surveyed believe that parks in the area have inadequate facilities.

The lack of opportunities for young people to have a say in decision-making within our community

· Young women were more likely than boys to indicate that they did not feel in control of their destiny. 

· The vast majority of young people involved said they feel like they do not have any say in decisions made about our community.

· Every single young people except one want to have more of a say in decision-making in our community.

Basic details of research participants

Ninety-three young people were surveyed as part of this consultation (59 males and 34 females). 

The majority of those surveyed were residents of Flemington (47 young people) and North Melbourne (33 young people), with the remainder from Ascot Vale (8 young people), Kensington (four young people) and Carlton (1 young person). 

The survey participants were aged between 11 and 20 years of age. The majority were aged either 15 years of age (23 young people) or 16 years of age (29 young people). 

Given the age of those surveyed it is not surprising that the majority of those involved in the survey attended school (68 young people). Seven young people indicated that they were working part-time, four young people were in full-time employment and eighteen were not involved in either employment or education.

The survey participants were a culturally and linguistically diverse group of young people (81 young people surveyed were from a CALD background) including Afghani, Turkish, Somali, Eritrean, Sudanese, Ethiopian, Chinese, Vietnamese and Greek. Half of survey participants indicated that they were of African background.
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Young people were asked about access to a number of other basic needs: 

· The vast majority of participants had somewhere to wash themselves and their clothes (83 young people said yes and five said no); 

· Most young people had somewhere to live (83 young people said yes, two said no and three said sometimes);

· Eighteen young people indicated that they did not have regular meals;

· Thirty-seven young people indicated that they did not have enough money to pay for public transport;

· Nearly half of those surveyed said that they did not have enough money to hang out with their friends.

Safety concerns, racism and harassment

As identified by the Growing Up in Cities project, safety and freedom of movement are key characteristics of a healthy city. This research has highlighted a number of concerning issues regarding safety in the southern region of Moonee Valley, with many young people victims and witnesses to racism and harassment. 

A number of questions in the survey elicited responses regarding safety, both perceived feelings along with young people’s direct experiences. While fifty-three young people indicated that they felt safe in the community, there were very few comments from young people regarding what makes them feel safe. Young people identified that friends (33), family (11) and other friendly people (9) made them feel safe.
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Forty young people indicated that they did not feel safe or felt safe only sometimes.  The two main issues identified that made young people feel unsafe were: drugs and crime (25) and police (18). 
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When asked “what is it that makes you feel unsafe?”, a number of young people contributed the following around issues regarding police, drugs, crime, violence and lack of adequate lighting:

“[There is a] lack of light, less security and too many fights.” (Young man from Chinese background, aged 15, Flemington)

“At night time, there are no lights on the estate, so [I] don’t go out at night and people doing drugs [makes me feel unsafe].” (Young woman from African background, aged 14, Ascot Vale)

“The police bashing people all the time. Everyday they [are] at the flats picking on the boys.” (Young woman from Somali background, aged 16, Flemington)

“Sometimes there are fights and I see a lot of police patrolling the area and I see people causing trouble on purpose.” (Young man from Turkish background, aged 15, Flemington)

“Other people [make me feel unsafe]. [They] call us terrorists and spit on us.” (Young woman from Iraqi background, aged 18, Flemington)

“The fact that there are a lot of druggies and junkies living in the flats, and that the police come to patrol the place makes me feel that this is an unsafe suburb.” (Young man from Somali background, aged 15, Flemington)

“Always trouble where I live. [The] police are always hassling people. The junkies got their needles everywhere. Lots of fights between white and black kids. Too much racism.” (Young woman from Sudanese background, aged 16, Flemington)

“[I feel] safe with my mates and not safe with the cops. They hassle us, push us around and some have even bashed some boys.” (Young man from Sudanese background, aged 16, Flemington)

A number of other questions highlighted young people’s perceptions of safety in their area. When asked “do you feel like you can hang out in your chosen space, without fear/concerns or being hassled?”, young women in particular perceived the community as being unsafe.  Similarly, nearly half of the young women surveyed felt that they could not walk in their community without fear.
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When asked “do you feel like you can hang out in your chosen space, without fear/concerns or being hassled?” young people wrote:

 “No, we get moved on from McDonalds and [the] police hassle us when we [are] at the park or [the] basketball court.” (Young man from Somali background, aged 17, Flemington)

“Cops stop us all the time and drive on [the basketball] court when we [are] playing.” (Young man from Sudanese background, aged 16, Flemington)

“[We get] called terrorists and spat at by people who don’t like Muslims.” (Young woman from Iraqi background, aged 18, Flemington)

“A couple of times by the white kids.” (Young woman from Sudanese background, aged 17, Flemington)

“Only by the white people. Got spat on and told to go back to my own country. Just want to live somewhere else. I hate it here.” (Young woman from Sudanese background, aged 16, Flemington)

“No. We always get told to move. First it was the chair and the basketball court, police hassle us. Then McDonalds—[were] told we were trespassing. Sick of this shit.” (Young man from Sudanese background, aged 16, Flemington)

“Sometimes, because people think when [we’re] in a big group we’re trouble.” (Young man from Somali background, aged 16, North Melbourne)

“No, because I feel that the Flemington Police are racist because if they see a lot of black people walking, they move to stop us and ask us our names and stuff (without any reason).” (Young man from Somali background, aged 15, Flemington)
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When asked “do you feel that you can walk freely around the community, without fear or concerns?” young people said:

 “No because I feel like that if I walk in front of a junkie that they might stab me.” (Young man from Somali background, aged 15, Flemington)

“Yes, during the day, but at night it’s not safe. The police scare me.” (Young woman from Sudanese background, aged 17, Flemington)

“I feel safe most of the time but when I see drunks, I get a bit scared.” (Young man from Samoan background, aged 12, North Melbourne)

 “No, because everyone stares because I’m black and think I’m bad.” (Young man from Somali background, aged 20, Kensington)

This research also demonstrates that young people have been victims of crime. Just over one-third of all young people surveyed had either been or felt harassed. Experiences of racism, violence and harassment have been documented in this research. A number of young people also wrote about their negative experiences on public transport.
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When asked “have you ever been or felt harassed in your community?” young people contributed:

“Cops have bashed me, and [they] hassle [me] everyday.” (Young man from Somali background, aged 19, North Melbourne) 

“Been pulled off my bike and harassed cos I’m Muslim. Everyday pulled over and questioned.” (Young man from Somali and Ethiopian background, aged 14, North Melbourne)
“People in groups take advantage of people walking alone.” (Young man from Chinese background, aged 15, Flemington)

“By police when they come to my house.” (Young woman from Somali background, aged 16, Flemington)

“Only by the white kids. They swear at us and call us terrorists and sometimes they spit on us.” (Young woman from Sudanese background, aged 15, Flemington)

“They think black people [are] all the same, get harassed for someone else’s shit.” (Young man from Somali background, aged 18, Flemington)

“Everyday I get hassled by police. Sometimes I get stopped and [get] asked what I’m doing around five times a day.” (Young man from Sudanese background, aged 16, Flemington)

“Yes, because I’m black.” (Young man from Somali background, aged 16, North Melbourne)

When asked “if you use public transport, has your use of public transport been a positive or negative experience?” young people wrote:
“Negative, because tram inspectors give me shit because I’m black.” (Young man from Afghani background, aged 13, North Melbourne)

“Negative, the inspectors always walk to the African kids first.” (Young man from Somali background, aged 17, Flemington)

“Ticket inspectors hassle you. Walk straight up to group of black people and so many of them.” (Young man from Eritrean background, aged 17, Flemington)

Given some of these experiences it is unsurprising that over half indicated that they prefer to walk around their community in groups (49 young people). Only thirteen young people said that they walk around on their own and 28 indicated that they hang out both on their own and in groups.

When asked whether they would change anything in their community, a number of young people indicated that they would want to make the community safer. Out of seventy-five young people who said that they would change something about their community, fourteen said that something should be done about the treatment of young people by police, eleven said that drugs and crime should be dealt with and three indicated that they would want the community to be made safer.

Sense of community pride and belonging
The Growing Up in Cities project identified that social integration and a collective community identity contributes to a community in which people feel valued and included. Whether young people feel valued and included ultimately impacts on how they feel about themselves and has an influence on how all community members interact with each other. This research has demonstrated that many young people do not feel valued by the broader community, nor do they feel proud of our community.

As part of the survey, young people were asked whether they felt like they belonged in the community. The majority of young people indicated that they felt like they belonged within their community (56 young people). The majority of young people indicated that friends (34) and family (10) contributed to their sense of belonging in the community. 
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Despite this, nearly one-third of young people (30 young people) felt that they did not belong. Their responses to what makes them feel like they don’t belong fall into a number of different categories including: 

· No sense of community (5)

“Not many people talk to us.” (Iraqi young woman, aged 18, Flemington)

“There is no trust or social interactions in the community.” (Young man from African background, aged 15, Flemington)
· Young people’s perceptions that no one cares about them (10)

“No one cares about us. We come to Australia for a better life and get put in a shit hole to live, where we are harassed everyday.” (Young man from Sudanese background, aged 16, Flemington)

“Only belong with my mates, ‘cos no one else gives a shit.” (Young man from Somali background, aged 16, Flemington)

“We live in the flats and no one cares, so why should we?” (Eritrean young woman, aged 15, Flemington)
· Negative stereotypes (4)

“The elders of [our] community look at us like we [are] trouble makers.” (Young man from Somali background, aged 17, Flemington)

“Older people don’t care. [They] think we are trouble.” (Young man from Somali background, aged 16, Flemington)

“People look at us and treat us different. Sometimes people make horrible comments to us, just ‘cos we’re black or Muslim. People don’t understand us. Just because we’re Muslim, everyone thinks we [are] terrorists. It makes me sad and sometimes I wish I wasn’t here.” (Young woman from Sudanese background, aged 16, Flemington)
Issues regarding crime and violence also contributed to feelings of disconnection to the community. 

“[The] police make me feel like I don’t belong.” (Young man from Somali background, aged 18, Flemington)

“Too many [other] people doing things I feel that isn’t right.” (Young man from Chinese background, aged 15, Flemington)

Young people were also asked whether they felt proud of where they lived. Nearly half of those surveyed (44 young people) said that they were not proud of where they live. 
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While there were a few positive responses to this question, the vast majority of written responses were negative. Many negative comments highlighted young people’s experiences of living in public housing. 

When asked “do you feel proud of where you live?” a number of young people offered the following: 

“No. Nothing looks nice.” (Young man from Chinese background, aged 15, Flemington)

“[I’m] proud of my culture, but not where I live because it doesn’t have a very good image.” (Young woman from Somali background, aged 18, Flemington)

 “No. It’s ugly housing. I would love to live in a nice house with my family.” (Young woman from African background, aged 14, Ascot Vale)

“I’m proud of my background, but not where I live. Lots of people think bad things about Flemington.” (Young woman from Sudanese background, aged 15, Flemington)

“No, because it needs to be fixed.” (Young man from Ethiopian background, aged 15, North Melbourne)

“What’s there to be proud of?” (Young man from Anglo background, aged 16, Flemington)

“No. [I] hate it. It sucks ‘cos it’s ugly and people laugh when we tell [them] where we live.” (Young woman from Eritrean background, aged 15, Flemington)

“No, because [it is] a low socio-economic area, other people from other areas look down on us as being dumb.” (Young man from Eritrean background, aged 15, Flemington)

“Not really, it’s not that nice and it scares me sometimes.” (Young woman from Sudanese background, aged 17, Flemington)

“Not really. It’s ugly and too many people.” (Young woman from Greek background, aged 16, Flemington)

“No. I hate where I live. People are racist, it’s ugly and not safe.” (Sudanese young woman, aged 16, Flemington)

“Who would feel proud of living in high rise? It’s shit.” (Young man from Sudanese background, aged 16, Flemington)

“No way. It’s crap. Too many people. It’s the ghetto.” (Young man from Sudanese background, aged 16, Flemington)

“Hell no. Shit hole. Wouldn’t live here if had choice. High rise suck.” (Young man from Somali background, aged 16, Flemington)

Young people were asked whether they thought they would be living in their community in ten years time. The majority answered no (44 young people) with another eleven young people giving the answer ‘hope not’.

While the majority of young people surveyed were not proud of were they lived, most (69 young people) indicated that they were proud of their cultural identity. 

When asked whether they were proud to be associated with their cultural community, one nineteen year old Somali man wrote:  
“I’m proud of who I am but not [the] community, because they don’t give a shit.” (Young man from Somali background, aged 19, North Melbourne)

The majority of young people surveyed believed that young people are viewed negatively by other members of the community (50 young people). Only nine young people thought that young people as a group are viewed in a positive way. 
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When asked “do you think young people are looked at in a positive or negative way in your community?” a number of young people wrote the following when they answered that young people are viewed negatively:
 “Everyone thinks we’re thugs and gangstas.” (Young man from Somali background, aged 19, North Melbourne)

“A bit of both because when [we are] in big groups we’re accused all the time for stuff we didn’t do.” (Young man from Somali background, aged 15, North Melbourne)

“I think both. People just get scared of young people instead of trying to understand them.” (Young woman from Somali background, aged 18, Flemington)

“Negative, ‘cause we live in housing estates.” (Young man from Somali background, aged 15, Flemington)

“Both, because when people dress different, police think they’re bad.” (Young man from African background, aged 11, North Melbourne)

Public space and recreation

Young people were asked a number of questions about their use of public spaces. When asked about where they spend time, around half of those surveyed indicated that they spend time in public spaces (51 young people) including the Flemington McDonalds, the basketball court and Highpoint shopping centre. Young people said that they like to play sport in these spaces and hang out with their friends, indicating that adequate public space and facilities are important for these young people. 

Young people were asked whether there are parks and/or gardens in their local area to which two-thirds (66 young people) answered yes. This survey demonstrated that young people utilise these parks more often that not. 

The adequacy of parks, recreational opportunities and facilities in the area was brought into question by a number of young people. Boys were more likely than girls to say that facilities in parks and gardens were inadequate (a possible reflection of the greater use of public space by the boys surveyed).
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Thirteen young people young people made specific reference to the basketball courts at North Melbourne and Flemington. Comments were made about fixing the basketball court and building a full-sized court. When asked “what kinds of things do you do when hanging out with friends?”, one young person wrote:

“Talk. Try playing basketball without a proper court.” (Young man from Somali background, aged 18, Flemington)

Young people also identified the following: 

· Thirty-two young people indicated that they would like more things to do in the area and many specifically mentioned that they think there should be more youth programs (13 young men and 19 young women—eight of whom wanted more girls only programs).

· Seventeen young people wanted somewhere to hang out with their friends (five girls and twelve boys), many mentioning that they would like a youth specific space in their area.

· Five young men questioned the quality of playing ovals in their area (four living in North Melbourne and one in Flemington).

· Twenty young people provided extra written responses to the question around adequate facilities in parks and gardens. Young people voiced concerns about the lack of toilets in some areas, broken toilets, lack of seating, unclean parks and the lack of drinking taps in particular areas. 

When asked “are there adequate facilities in the parks and gardens where you live?” young people contributed:
“Nothing to do there. The ground is uneven, so can’t play soccer.” (Young man from Sudanese background, aged 16, Flemington)

“No, [the parks are] shit. [There] are big holes in the ground”. (Young man from Somali background, aged 19, North Melbourne)

 “No. More taps, public toilets are needed.” (Young man from Somali background, aged 15, Flemington)

“[The facilities] are broken and smell.” (Young man from Somali background, aged 20, Kensington)

“The drink taps are too far away from where we play sport.” (Young man from Anglo background, aged 14, North Melbourne)

“We need chairs. We had chairs but they have been removed for some reason.” (Young women from Turkish and Italian background, aged 17 years, North Melbourne)

“[The] drinking taps and toilets [are] poor quality and always dirty.” (Young man from Eritrean background, aged 15, Flemington)

When asked “is there anything you would change in your community?” young people contributed the following in regards to recreation:
 “Give us a drop in centre to hang out all the time and fix [the] basketball court.” (Young man from Somali background, aged 19, North Melbourne)

“Basketball court and more seating areas” (Young woman from Turkish background, aged 18, North Melbourne)

“Make bigger basketball court.” (Young man from Somali background, aged 16, Flemington)

“Yes, the oval and basketball court.” (Young man from Somali background, aged 15, North Melbourne)

“Cleaner parks and more drinking taps. Bins.” (Young man from African background, aged 11, North Melbourne)

“Get new basketball seats, make a basketball team for the girls, make a big playground for the kids.” (Young woman from Ethiopian background, aged 15, Flemington)

“More programs for young people and it would be good to have a place that’s ours.” (Young woman from Sudanese background, aged 15, Flemington)

“Listen to us. Most of us know what we want, but no one cares. Give us more things to do. Fix the soccer oval and [build] a full size basketball court.” (Young man from Sudanese background, aged 16, Flemington)

Opportunities for participation in decision-making 

The Creating Better Cities for Children and Young People model advocated by UNESCO is particularly concerned with providing children and young people with the opportunity to not have their voices heard, but also with opportunities to participate in community decision-making. The model asserts that a city that involves children and young people is a better city for all. 

Article 12 of the United Nations Convention on the Rights of the Children, to which Australia is a signatory to, stipulates that children and young people have the right to have their opinion heard within both the public and private realm, particularly in situations where decisions are being made that impact on them (Australian Government Publishing Service, 1995). 

Young people taking part in the survey overwhelmingly said that they felt like they didn’t have the opportunity to have a say in decision-making within the community (64 young people). The young people who were surveyed were adamant that they should be able to have more of a say in how decisions are made in our community. Every single young people surveyed except one indicated that they want to have more of a say in decision-making in their community.
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When asked “do you feel like you have a say in decisions that are made about your community?” young people contributed the following:

“No, because nobody has given me a chance.” (Young man from Somali background, aged 15, North Melbourne)

“No. No one ever asks us.” (Young man from Somali background, aged 17, Flemington)

“No, ‘cause no one listens especially Council.” (Young man from Somali background, aged 15, Flemington)

“No. No one listens to us. Older people think we [are] trouble and don’t know anything.” (Young woman from Somali background, aged 16, Flemington)

“No, because nothing ever happens.” (Young man from Ethiopian background, aged 15, North Melbourne)

“No. Parents and the elders of the community make the decisions.” (Young woman from Eritrean background, aged 15, Flemington)

“No. Don’t know who to talk to.” (Young woman from Turkish background, aged 16, Flemington)

“No one gives a shit about us or listens to us anyway.” (Young man from Somali background, aged 17, Flemington)

“No, no one listens.” (Young man from El Salvadorian background, aged 16, North Melbourne)

“No, because no one cares what we think.” (Young man from Somali background, aged 20, Kensington)

“No—don’t know who to talk to.” (Young woman from Greek background, aged 16, Flemington)

“No one asks us and if they do they don’t listen.” (Young man from Eritrean background, aged 17, Flemington)

“No way. The only person that listens to us is our youth worker. No adults or leaders ask us. They just make decisions for us.” (Young man from Sudanese background, aged 16, Flemington)

When asked “do you think young people should have more say about their community?” young people said the following:
“Damn right, we got lots to say” (Young man from Somali background, aged 19, North Melbourne)

“Yes because we’re the ones living in it.” (Young man from Somali background, aged 15, North Melbourne)

“Yes, because adults don’t play in the parks.” (Young man from Chinese background, aged 15, Flemington)

“Yes. People should listen to us more ‘cos we [are] not as dumb as they think.” (Young man from Somali background, aged 17, Flemington)

“Definitely. We are the future and should be given a chance to give our opinion.” (Young woman from Somali background, aged 18, Flemington)

“Yes, because we live in a democracy.” (Young woman from Vietnamese background, aged 15, Ascot Vale)

“Yes, because young people will be in [the community] for longer than old people.” (Young man from Samoan background, aged 12, North Melbourne)

“Yes, because some kids have interesting ideas.” (Young woman from Anglo background, aged 14, North Melbourne)

Overall the young people involved in the survey felt that there are limits to what they can do within the community (52 young people). Young people identified these limits as “no one listens” (4), “adults make all the decisions” (9), not being able to afford to do things (4), nothing to do (4), harassment from police (9), not being given a chance (2). A number of young women identified that they felt that they couldn’t do the same things as young men (4). The graph below shows that girls in particular feel that there are limits to what they can do within the community. 
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When asked “as a young person, do you feel there limits in what you can do in your community?” some of the young people who answered said:

“Yes. My parents and my older brothers tell me what to do.” (Young woman from Eritrean background, aged 15, Flemington)

“Yes, because females sometimes can’t participate in activities. [There are] not enough female only programs.” (Young woman from Turkish/Italian background, aged 17, North Melbourne)

“Yes. [Other people’s] racism and treating [us] with no respect.” (Young man from African background, aged 11, North Melbourne)

“Yes. Adults [are] always telling us what we can and can’t do. No one listens to us.” (Young man from Sudanese background, aged 16, Flemington)

“Yes. ‘Cos I’m a girl. Parents and leaders make decisions for us.” (Young woman from Sudanese background, aged 16, Flemington)

 “Yes. Because as a young person, I can’t do many things for the community.” (Young woman from Vietnamese background, aged 16, Ascot Vale)

Young people were also asked whether they felt like they were in control of their destiny. Young women were more likely than young men to indicate that they did not feel in control of their destiny. 
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When asked “do you feel like you are in control of your destiny?” young people who answered no said:
“No. I [am] not a permanent resident. [I’m] scared of going back [to Afghanistan].” (Young man from Afghani background, aged 19, Flemington)

“No. My life sucks.” (Young man from Somali background, aged 16, Flemington)

“No. I’m not good enough to live [a] good life. I live in shit hole and [don’t] have many friends.” (Young woman from Somali background, aged 16, Flemington)

“Sort of. Parents control a lot.” (Young woman from Sudanese background, aged 17, Flemington)

Developments since completion of research

There have been a number of developments since this research was conducted, particularly around issues concerning the treatment of young people by members of the Victoria Police. This was one of the key issues identified through this research and was taken up promptly by Youth Services, along with Council’s Partnerships team, in collaboration with other community and legal organisations. 

Over the last twelve months, Youth Services and the Flemington-Kensington Community Legal Centre have supported ten young people file complaints to the Office of Police Integrity and these complaints are currently being investigated. Youth Services has played a key role in working with the Victoria Police, particularly with the Inspector for the Moonee Valley region and a number of Multicultural Liaison Officers. 

Youth Services and Partnerships also responded to a number of these issues through the establishment of the Harmony Task Force (now named the Southern Region Community Network). The Network membership includes council officers and management, members of the Victoria Police and workers from community organisations. 

Youth Services is currently working with organisations such as Victoria Police, CMYI, the Flemington-Kensington Community Legal Centre and Debney Park Secondary College to provide on-going programs and individual support to young people who live in the southern region of the Moonee Valley municipality. In August 2006 Youth Services worked in collaboration with the Centre for Multicultural Youth Issues and Flemington-Kensington Community Legal Centre to establish a drop-in centre based at the Flemington public housing estate. This drop-in is open three evenings a week providing individual support, information and referrals.

In September 2006, Youth Services assisted two young people who were involved in the collection of this research to present the findings to a forum at the Flemington Community Centre. As a result of this forum a new group of young people will become involved with the next stage of the GURU project, with the aim of addressing a number of the issues identified in this research.

Conclusion

The results of this research contribute greatly to our understanding of the issues faced by young people who live within the southern region of our municipality. Many of our young citizens in this region have faced difficult journeys throughout their childhood and early adolescence, particularly those who have come to Australia as humanitarian refugees. Unfortunately this research paints a picture that suggests that many are still facing difficulties living in a community that is failing to support and value them.
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